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tract and it was in some such country that Buddha's
death was traditionally placed. After duly visiting
all the places associated with Buddha's death, the
Pilgrim turned south, to the scenes of Buddha's
earthly labours.
The Deer Park where Buddha began his
teaching is represented by the modern Sarnath
(near Benares), where Buddhist remains still exist.
Benares he found a wealthy and well-populated
city. The people were gentle and courteous. They
held in high esteem men devoted to learning, but
the majority of them were not Buddhists. The
prevailing cult was that of Shiva, who had an image
nearly lOu feet high and " life-like in its awe-inspir-
ing majesty.** The city he found full of mendicants.
! some naked, or iimeared^ with ashes, and most of
them seeking release from mortal existence through
the practice of austerities. \jft/*
The Pilgrim was now in the midst of a
densely populated country in the Ganges valley.
The tract between Benares and Gaya was all
associated with the earthly mission of Buddha,
and he followed every local legend and visited
every repository of a relic. But here the Buddhists
were not in the majority. The beautiful
Tirhut country he found mostly deserted. He
describes Nepal as having a cold climate;
tlie people he considered rude and without learning,
but skilful mechanics. Nepal was not predomi-
nantly Buddhistic, but the kings were Kshatriyas,
eminent scholars and believing Buddhists*